
This Council was one of the first District Councils to pledge a Zero Carbon target back in 

November 2018, before national government announced its Zero Carbon by 2050 legislation. 

The unanimous motion focused on delivering Zero Carbon by 2050 across the Greater 

Cambridge area through the next Local Plan and, indeed, the climate emergency is now a key 

issue for the new Local Development Plan, which is currently being drafted. Since last 

November, the Council has ensured that Zero Carbon is central to its corporate Business Plan, 

budget and new green investment strategy - in order to ensure the resources and officer time 

necessary to become the greenest Council. It has installed solar panels at the Waterbeach 

Waste Depot, drafted new Supplementary Planning guidance to support existing policy, and set 

up the new Zero Carbon Communities grant scheme. More still needs to be done. The Council is 

collating and commissioning evidence to determine how and when carbon reduction targets in 

each sector will be reached. The Council, therefore, pledges to:  

1. Declare a Climate Emergency. 

2. Report to Full Council within 6 months on the carbon reduction targets and projects for 

the Council’s own buildings and operations.  

3. Ensure that all strategic decisions, budgets and approaches to planning decisions by the 

Council are in line with a shift to zero carbon. 

4. Ensure that the new Greater Cambridge Local Plan fulfills its role in bringing forward net 

zero carbon development, particularly in new housing and infrastructure, as well as 

ensuring that new development can adapt to our changing climate 

5. Work with partners across the district to deliver this target through investment, skills, 

strategies and planning; and 

6. In order to enable South Cambridgeshire and the rest of the UK to reach net zero carbon 

before 2050, we call on government, industry and regulators to implement the necessary 

changes with funding, transformed national infrastructure, policy, new technologies and 

legislation.  

 

 


